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always amicable, liberal, and just; It confessed Its doubts,
and acknowledged its Ignorance. It said, ' Though I dislike
your opinions, because I think them dangerous, yet, since"""
you profess such opinions, I will not believe you can think
such dangerous inferences flow from them, which strike my
attention so forcibly.' This was truly a just and legitimate
mode of reasoning, always less liable to error, and more
adapted to human affairs. When we argued a posteriori^
judging from the fruit to the tree, from the effect to the
cause, we were not so subject to deviate into error and false-
hood, as when we pursued the contrary method of argument.
Yet, persecution had always reasoned from cause to effect,
from opinion to action, which proved generally erroneous;
while toleration led us invariably to form just conclusions
by judging from actions and not from opinions. Hence
every political and religious test was extremely absurd;
and the only test, in his opinion, to be adopted, ought to be
a man's actions/'l
" In this country, it was well known, that there was In
the establishment a sect termed Methodists, to whom it was
Imputed that they held a doctrine that some were ,A& the
elect, and some reprobated; a doctrine primfa facie as bad
as could be supposed to be entertained, because it was full
as hostile to morality, as the absolution of the pope; but,
he would not therefore condemn Methodists, and think that
they ought to be persecuted. His mode of looking at the
matter was this: he concluded that they who held such
doctrines did not see the same evil consequences as appeared
to him likely to follow from them. He knew that there had
existed many of the Methodist persuasion, as worthy, as
good, and as exemplary characters as ever lived of any sect
or description."2
Fox saw too that whatever tests or discriminations were
employed, religious tests were as useless as they were unjust.
1 Motion for the Repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts, March 2, 1790.
Vol. iv. pp. 58 and 59.
2 Catholic Dissenters Relief Bill, March I, 1791.    Vol. iv. p. 150.